
AP Language 2017-2018 – Summer Reading Assignment 

The objective of the class is to familiarize you with different uses of language in both the written 

and spoken form. The class will be taught in a way that will provide experience with a variety of 

experiences and styles. We will focus on the Writing Process and the structures for proper writing in order 

to strengthen your power over the language itself.  

To be a successful student in Language Arts, it is essential to have experience with a variety of 

writing styles and to gain knowledge of the world around you, which is the goal of this summer reading 

assignment.  

Choose at least TWO books from this list, read them, and annotate them over the summer.  

At least ONE of the books MUST be from the “Recommended Required” list 

Have both books finished before the school year starts. 

You must choose books that you have not read before. The objective is to discuss our books in 

class and to use them both as examples for the type of writing that you will emulate in class and sources 

of information for your writing. You will be discussing important social issues, their causes, and how 

they affect our lives. The books you choose will be the first step in understanding the related social 

issue and will be referred back to throughout the school year.  

A basic expectation in college is to take notes on what you read so that you can apply the 

information later. To be good at taking notes and identifying important information requires practice.  

As you read each book, you must take notes on the author’s purpose, the author’s style, and 

the important details provided within the text. You will be required to use this information during class 

and for our writing assignments. At the beginning of the school year, you will be graded on the quality 

and thoroughness of the notes you take. 

If you check out a book from the library, you will need to take notes in a journal or a notebook. If 

you have your own copy, you can take notes in the book itself which can be extremely helpful. 

It is up to you to find a copy of the book. You may of course purchase your own copy or check 

one out from the public library—there are multiple branches all over the Tri-Cities! Go to 

midcolumbialibraries.org to see what is available and to request a copy! Used bookstores—such as 

Bookworm and Adventures Underground—and websites such as thriftbooks.com, bigwords.com, or 

even Amazon.com are good places to find inexpensive copies. You don’t have to pick a book off this list, 

but you should have my approval when selecting a book for this assignment. You can look for ideas on a 

variety of bestseller lists, such as on Amazon or in The New York Times. 

 

If you have questions, please email me: 

joseph.ansingh@ksd.org 

Search for the Southridge AP Language community on 

Google+ 

 

This will take time. Get started early. 

 

Texts You Will Read Next Year 

Heart of Darkness -Joseph Conrad 

Fast Food Nation -Eric Schlosser 

The Jungle -Upton Sinclair 

Mayflower -Nathaniel Philbrick 

Brave New World  -Aldous Huxley 

Don’t be afraid of the list! 
Look for a topic you’re interested in and 

go from there. 

mailto:joseph.ansingh@ksd.org
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AP Language Vocabulary 

As a reference, these are the words we will learn to use next year. 

Analysis  Style 

Inference/infer  Ambiguity 

Theme  Atmosphere 

Diction – Grammar  Conceit 

Antecedent  Mood 

Clause  Parallelism 

Colloquialism  Pedantic 

Connotation  Repetition 

Denotation  Style 

Diction  Tone 

Euphemism  Wit 

Syntax  Figurative Language 

Rhetoric  Alliteration 

Allusion  Extended metaphor 

Analogy  Figurative language 

Antithesis  Figure of speech 

Aphorism  Hyperbole 

Irony/ironic  Imagery 

Juxtaposition   Metaphor 

Oxymoron  Onomatopoeia 

Paradox  Personification 

Rhetoric  Simile  

Rhetorical appeal  Symbol/symbolism 

Rhetorical modes  Genre 
Rhetorical question  Allegory 

Sarcasm  Didactic 

Syllogism  Invective 

Understatement  Narrative 

Rhetorical appeal  Parody 

Rhetorical modes  Point of view 

Rhetorical question  Prose 

Sarcasm  Satire  

Syllogism  Thesis 

Understatement  Transition 

 

 

A Quick Note on Note-Taking 

 Organization is important. 

o Make sure to divide your notes into chapters and label page numbers. 

o Be sure to notice if chapters are broken into sections. 

 Each chapter is like an essay. 

o Consider the main point made with each chapter. 

o Identify the details provided that support the main point of the chapter. 

 Identify main ideas. 

o Include keywords or concepts that each chapter focuses on.  
  



3 

AP Language – The Recommended Required Titles – You must read at least one of these books 

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance* 
(This is one that I highly recommend, which is why it’s highest on the list!) 

Robert Pirsig 

Behind the Beautiful Forevers Katherine Boo 

Between the World and Me Ta-Nehisi Coates 

Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS Joby Warrick 

Born To Run Christopher McDougall 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee Dee Brown 

Command and Control Eric Schlosser  

Contested Will James Shapiro 

Emotional Intelligence Daniel Goleman 

Gene, The* Siddhartha Mukherjee 

Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance Angela Duckworth 

Hidden Figures Margot Lee Shetterly 

Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, The Rebecca Skloot 

Lean In Sheryl Sandberg 

Manhunt: The 12 Day Search For Lincoln’s Killer* James L. Swanson 

New Jim Crow, The Michelle Alexander 

Nickel and Dimed Barbara Ehrenreich 

Omnivore’s Dilemma, The Michael Pollan 

Other Wes Moore, The Wes Moore 

Paradox of Choice: Why More is Less Barry Schwartz 

People’s History of the United States* Howard Zinn 

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can't Stop Talking Susan Cain 

Salt Sugar Fat Michael Moss 

Short History of Progress, A Ronald Wright 

Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History, The Elizabeth Kolbert 

Soldier Girls Helen Thorpe 

Stiff Mary Roach 

Team of Rivals* Doris Kearns Goodwin 

Thinking, Fast and Slow Daniel Kahneman 

To End All Wars* Adam Hochschild 

Warmth of Other Suns, The Isabel Wilkerson 

Watchman's Rattle, The Rebecca Costa 

Recommended Authors 
Richard Dawkins The Blind Watchmaker; The God Delusion; The Magic of Reality; Selfish Gene 

Jared Diamond Collapse; Guns, Germs, and Steel*; The World Until Yesterday 

Richard Fortey 
Horseshoe Crabs and Velvet Worms;          Life: A Natural History;  

Earth: An Intimate History;          Trilobite: Eyewitness to Evolution 

Erik Larson The Devil in the White City; In the Garden of Beasts; Isaac’s Storm; Dead Wake 

David McCullough 1776; John Adams; Truman; The Wright Brothers 

Nathaniel Philbrick Bunker Hill; In the Heart of the Sea; The Last Stand; Valiant Ambition 

*counts as two so you would only read this one 
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Summer Reading List 
Remember: select two books from the list and read them before school starts. 

Topics 
Current Affairs Politics, Philosophy, and Thought  

Society and Human Nature Education and Society: A Woman's Struggle 

Education and Society: Native Americans Reading and Writing  

History, War, and Crime  Nature and Science 

Biography, Autobiography, and Memoir Historical Fiction and Personal Narrative 

 

Current Affairs 
What If? Randall Munroe Who Packed Your Parachute Tony X & Danny Y 

Omnivore’s Dilemma Michael Pollan Freakonomics Steven D. Levitt 

Age of American Unreason Susan Jacoby Me Talk Pretty One Day David Sedaris 

Silent Spring   Rachel Carson Hot, Flat and Crowded   Thomas Friedman 

An Inconvenient Truth   Al Gore The World Without Us   Alan Weisman 

Palestine: A Personal History   Karl Sabbagh What is the What    Dave Eggers 

The Bookseller of Kabul   Asne Seierstad Salt Sugar Fat Michael Moss 

Going Clear Lawrence Wright The Looming Tower Lawrence Wright 

You Are Not A Gadget: A Manifesto Jaron Lanier Ditchdigger’s Daughters Yvonne S. Thornton 

The Big Short Michael Lewis Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother Amy Chua 

Columbine Dave Cullen Hillbilly Elegy J.D. Vance 

I Am Malala Malala Yousafzai Power of Habit Charles Duhigg 

Longitudes and Latitudes: Exploring the World After September 11   Thomas L. Friedman 

A Long Way Gone:  Memoirs of a Boy Soldier   Ishmael Beah 

Aliya: Three Generations of American-Jewish Immigration to Israel   Liel Leibovitz 

A Bed of Red Flowers: In Search of My Afghanistan   Nelofer Pazira 

Between Two Worlds: Escape from Tyranny: Growing up in the Shadow of Saddam   Zainab Salbi  

Lipstick Jihad: A Memoir of Growing up Iranian in America and American in Iran   Azadeh Moaveni  

Escape from Slavery:  True Story of My 10 Years in Captivity and My Journey to Freedom in America  Francis Bok 

Now They Call Me Infidel: Why I Renounced Jihad for America, Israel, and the War on Terror   Nonie Darwish 

We wish to inform you that tomorrow we Will be killed with our families: Stories from Rwanda   Philip Gourevitch 

unSpun: Finding Facts in a World of Disinformation   Brooks Jackson and Kathleen Hall Jamieson 

 

Politics, Philosophy, and Thought 
The Rights of Man; Common Sense  Thomas Paine Ethics & Rhetoric  Aristotle 

The Republic* Plato The Dialogues of Plato Plato 

The Leviathan   Thomas Hobbes The Making of a President   Theodore White 

The Audacity of Hope   Barack Obama Dreams from my Father   Barack Obama 

Blind Ambition   John Dean Faith of My Fathers   John McCain 

Who Will Tell the People   William Greider Walden   Henry David Thoreau 

The Years of Lyndon Johnson  Robert A. Caro The Cave and the Light Arthur Herman 

On Liberty   John Stuart Mill The United States of Ambition   Alan Ehrenhalt 

Abraham Lincoln; The Prairie Years   Carl Sandburg The Prince   Niccolo Machiavelli 

Free Speech for Me - But Not for Thee   Nat Heatoff The Affluent Society   John Kenneth Galbraith 

The Political Brain:  The Role of Emotion in Deciding the Fate of a Nation  Drew  Westen 

The Works of John Locke: The First Treatise of Government, The Second Treatise of Government, An Essay Concerning 
Human Understanding, A Letter Concerning Toleration (These are shorter works and together count as one) 

 
 



5 

Society and Human Nature 
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People 

Stephen R. Covey 
The Death and Life of the Great 
American School System 

Diane Ravitch 

The Oz Principle: Getting Results 
through Individual and 
Organizational Accountability 

Craig Hickman, Tom 
Smith, and Roger 
Connors 

Emotional Intelligence 
Daniel Goleman 

Social Intelligence 

Savage Inequalities  Jonathan Kozol The Autobiography of Malcolm X  Malcolm X 

Diary of a Freedom Writer Darius Garrett The Nurture Assumption Judith Rich Harris 

Lies My Teacher Told Me  James Loewen Hunger of Memory  Richard Rodriquez 

Words that Work  Frank Luntz Murphy's Boy  Torey Hayden 

The Tipping Point  Malcolm Gladwell Nobody Nowhere  Donna Williams 

Outliers  Malcolm Gladwell Girl, Interrupted  Susanna Kayson 

Babel No More Michael Erard The American Language  H.L. Mencken 

Mother Tongue  Bill Bryson The Age of Turbulence  Alan Greenspan 

The Professor and the Madman  Simon Winchester Nickel and Dimed  Barbara Ehrenreich 

Barrio Boy  Ernesto Galarza In Defense of Food  Michael Pollan 

Adventures in the Screen Trade  William Goldman Mole People  Jennifer Toth 

Punished by Rewards Alfie Kohn The Lexus and the Olive Tree  Thomas Friedman 

The Tao of Pooh   Benjamin Hoff The Te of Piglet   Benjamin Hoff 

Common Ground: A Turbulent 
Decade in the Lives of Three 
American Families  

Anthony Lukas 
Fat Land: How Americans Became 
the Fattest People in the World  

Greg Crister 

The Working Poor: Invisible in 
America  

David K. Shipler 
The Way We Eat:  Why Our Food 
Choices Matter  

Peter Singer and Jim 
Mason 

Surgeon! A Year in the Life of an 
Inner City Doctor  

Dr. Richard T. 
Caleel 

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle:  A 
Year of Food Life  

Barbara Kingsolver 

Society: A Woman's Struggle 
The Dream of Water  Kyoko Mori Biko  Donald Woods 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings  Maya Anjelou Part of my Soul Went With Him  Winnie Mandela 

Emma Goldman: An Intimate Life  Alice Wexler Life and Death in Shanghai  Nien Cheng 

Eyes on the Prize  Juan Williams Smoke and Ashes  Bartara Rogasky 

Out of Africa  Isak Dinesen In the Beginning  Irina Ratushinskaya 

Racism 101  Nikki Giovanni The Feminine Mystique Betty Friedan 

The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a 
Girlhood among Ghosts  

Maxine Hong 
Kingston 

All God's Children Need 
Traveling Shoes  

 Maya Angelou 

Two Under the Sun  
Jon and Rumer 
Godden 

Founding Mothers: The Women 
who Raised our Nation 

Cokie Roberts 

A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and 
the Creation of the American Nation 

Catherine Allgor 
Abigail Adams: Witness to a 
Revolution 

Natalie S. Bober 

Society: Native Americans 
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee   Dee Brown  A Century of Dishonor   Helen Hunt Jackson 

Black Elk Speaks   John G. Neihardt The Way to Rainy Mountain   Scott Mamaday 

Reading and Writing 
The Way to Write   John Fairfax On Writing Well   William Zinsser 

If You Want to Write   Brenda Ueland The Art of Fiction   David Lodge 

Becoming a Writer   Dorthea Brande The Lively Art of Writing   Lucille Vaughan Payne 

100 Ways to Improve Your Writing   Gary Provost Bird by Bird   Anne LaMott 

On Writing   Stephen King Aspects of the Novel   E. M. Forster 

The Nuts and Bolts of College 
Writing  

 Michael Harvey 
Finding Your Writer’s Voice: A 
Guide to Creative Fiction  

 Thaisa Frank and 
Dorothy Wall 
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History, War, and Crime 
Cleopatra: A Life Stacy Schiff Team of Rivals* (Civil War) Doris Kearns Goodwin 

Freedom Riders: 1961 and the 
Struggle for Racial Justice (History) 

Raymond Arsenault 
Manhunt: The 12 Day Chase for 
Lincoln’s Killer* (History) 

James L. Swanson 

In the Kingdom of Ice (History) Hampton Sides Soldier Girls (Modern War) Helen Thorpe 

April 1865 (Civil War) Jay Wink Endurance Alfred Lansing 

1491: New Revelations of the 
Americas Before Columbus 

Charles C. Mann 
1493: Uncovering the New World 
Columbus Created 

Charles C. Mann 

Shakespeare Alive!  (History) Joseph Papp Conquest of Mexico  (History) William Prescott 

Guns, Germs and Steel*  (History) Jared Diamond Lincoln at Gettysburg  (History) Gary Wills 

The Best and the Brightest David Halberstram Hiroshima  (WW2) John Hersey 

The Guns of August  (WW1) Barbara Tuchman Enola Gay  (WW2) Gordon Thomas 

A Distant Mirror-The Calamitous 
14th Century  (War History) 

Barbara W. 
Tuchman 

A History of the English Speaking 
Peoples  (History) 

Winston Churchill 

The Making of the Atomic Bomb  Richard Rhodes Profiles in Courage  (History) John F. Kennedy 

Shrapnel in the Heart  (Vietnam) Laura Palmer Chickenhawk  (Vietnam) Robert Mason 

Farewell to Manzanar  (WW2) 
Jeanne Wakatuski 
and James Houston 

The Things They Carried 
(Vietnam) 

Tim O’Brien 

On Aggression  (Crime) Konrad Lorenz In Cold Blood  (Crime) Truman Capote 

The Worst Hard Time (History) Timothy Egan 
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a 
Boy Soldier (Modern War) 

Ishmael Beah 

Drift (Modern War) Rachel Maddow Honor in the Dust (History) Gregg Jones 

Black Hawk Down (Modern War) Mark Bowden China Men (History) Maxine Hong Kingston 

Nature and Science 
Wild Cheryl Strayed The Lives of the Cell  Lewis Thomas 

Turn Right at Machu Picchu Mark Adams Darwin’s Ghosts Rebecca Stott 

Letters from the Field (1925- 1975)  Margaret Mead The Riddle of the Dinosaur  John Wilford 

A Natural History of the Senses  Diane Ackerman Demon in the Freezer  Richard Preston 

Silent Spring  Rachel Carson A Brief History of Time  Stephen W. Hawking 

The Double Helix  James Watson Walden  Henry David Thoreau 

Rosalind Franklin & DNA  Anne Sayre  Voyage of the Beagle  Charles Darwin 

The Hot Zone Richard Preston Survival of the Sickest Sharon Moalem 

The Year of the Gorilla  George B. Schaller Stiff Mary Roach 

The Naked Ape  Desmond Morris  Into Thin Air  John Krakauer 

The Social Animal David Brooks Moonwalking with Einstein Joshua Foer 

The Mindbody Prescription John Sarno The World without Us  Alan Weisman 

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek  Annie Dillard Wind, Sand and Stars  Antoine De Saint-Exupery 

Seven Brief Lessons on Physics Carlo Rovelli Darwin’s Ghosts Rebecca Stott 

The Pine Barrens  John McPhee The Gene* Siddhartha Mukherjee 

The Emperor of all Maladies: A Biography of Cancer Siddhartha Mukherjee 

"Surely You're Joking, Mr. Feynaman!" Adventures of a Curious Character  Richard P. Feynman 

The Dragons of Eden/Speculations on the Evolution of Human Intelligence  Carl Sagan 

The Demon-Haunted World: Science as a Candle in the Dark  Carl Sagan and Ann Druyan 

The Black Swan: The Impact of the Highly Improbable  Nassim Nicholas Taleb 

The Primal Teen: What the New Discoveries about the Teenage Brain Tell Us about Our Kids  Barbara Strauch 

Field Notes from a Catastrophe: Man, Nature, and Climate Change  Elizabeth Kolbert 

The Secret House: 24 Hours in the Strange and Unexpected World in Which We Spend Our 
Nights and Days  

David Bodanis 

Physics of the Impossible: A Scientific Exploration into the World of Phasers, Force Fields, 
Teleportation, & Time Travel  

Michio Kaku 

The Great Influenza: The Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in History John M. Barry 
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Biography, Autobiography, and Memoir 
Charles Dickens Claire Tomalin Gift From the Sea   Anne Morrow Lindbergh 

Slouching Towards Bethlehem Joan Didion Living to Tell the Tale   Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

First They Killed My Father   Loung Ung Wind, Sand and Stars   Antoine De Saint-Exupery 

Idea Man Paul Allen Speak, Memory Vladimir Nabokov 

The Road from Coorain   Jill Ker Conway Escape from Slavery   Francis Bok 

My American Journey   Colin Powell My Left Foot   Christy Brown 

A Moveable Feast   Ernest Hemingway The Sunflower   Simon Weisenthal 

My Losing Season   Pat Conroy Pilgrim at Tinker Creek   Annie Dillard 

Black Boy   Richard Wright An American Childhood   Annie Dillard 

One Writer’s Beginnings   Eudora Welty West of Kabul, East of New York   Tamim Ansarv 

Seabiscuit   Laura Hillenbrand Voyage of the Beagle   Charles Darwin 

All Over But the Shoutin’   Rick Bragg Alexander Hamilton*   Ron Chernow 

Angela’s Ashes  Frank McCourt All But the Waltz   Mary Clearman Blew 

A Hole in My Life   Jack Gantos High Tide in Tucson   Barbara Kingsolver 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier   Ishmael Beah The Glass Castle   Jeannette Walls 

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin  
 Benjamin 
Franklin 

Tuesdays with Morrie   Mitch Albom 

Legacy of Love: My Education in the Path of Nonviolence  Gandhi Nothing Daunted Dorothy Wickendon 

 

Historical Fiction and Personal Narrative 
This House of Sky   Ivan Doig Catch-22   Joseph Heller 

The Road from Coorain   Jill Conway The Sun Also Rises   Ernest Hemingway 

Go Tell It on the Mountain   James Baldwin For Whom the Bell Tolls   Ernest Hemingway 

My name is Asher Lev   Chaim Potok The Glass Menagerie   Tennessee Williams 

Winds of War   Herman Wouk Joy Luck Club   Amy Tan 

Out of Africa   Isak Dinesen The Red Badge of Courage   Stephen Crane 

The Wall   John Hersey All the King's Men*   Robert Penn Warren 

Black Hawk Down Mark Bowden A Prayer for Owen Meaney   John Irving 

Master and Commander Patrick O’Brian The Autobiography of Malcolm X   Alex Haley 

The Color of Water   James McBride Sister Carrie   Theodore Drieser 

Things fall Apart   Chinua Achebe Long Day's Journey Into Night   Eugene O'Neill 

This Boy's Life   Tobias Wolff Cry the Beloved Country   Alan Paton 

The Right Stuff   Tom Wolfe Invisible Man*   Ralph Ellison 

Prague Winter Madeleine Albright Gone with the Wind Margaret Mitchell 

Narrative of Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass Up from Slavery Booker T. Washington 

Black Like Me   John Howard Griffin The Ox-Bow Incident   Walter Van Tilburg Clark 

Uncle Tom's Cabin   Harriet Beecher Stowe The Arrogance of Power   Sen. J. William Fullbright 

All Quiet on the Western Front   Erich Maria Remarque The Woman Warrior   Maxine Hong Kingston 

 


